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l1/l;l. 

: Qr¥\ Wf\·h"n~ to ur'Je you to fl<an+- ~ py-uposed cl~u.\ \oetween Ven·~ 

V\os\d\ClY''f \Jef"i-z.on W(e\es;s una tn~ (Gi.bl-e. Comp'-4nl'es. The l=cc. c..nd t-h-e 

)0\f -&V'wv\cl not c,.ppfove ttl•~ a~\, WhiC.h de&tn.~'/~ CjOOel uniOYl jObS und 

> C\\~o Y>LA.cl tor C.O'V\SL1Yl'\er-s. 

hiS proroo~ecl d~ \ ends 4 h\-~tvr-cc. Co mpet-\+fon be+we-e'(\ Ver\""UJY\ a.nd +tt ~ 
Ab\e. Cun-)pt:\nres 1 lnc..\v df n9 U:lmc..cu; \- l((l<::i ~me Warn~r". Verlz.c..n 1 thr ou~ h 

rs ~u\o~\d\'o.fy \rer\(...(.Jh W\Ye\ess, w\\ \ to(m ~ <J\U.ni- un'fe'juLcd··ed 'iuu.~·,­

()()Y\opoly wt'hl The c~b\e C..CJYYipGn\es. 

"'h\s aeu\ w~\ \ be. vefy profi~b\e for Ver\·z.on Wireless o.nd C.4\o\eJ endi'nj 

\'f\y iOGeVl.ii\/e 1-o \ nveSt iw'l f1 DS ~V\d compet-e U.CjGi.ins+- cu.b\e. 1\.\e(e lf .. h.ll 

>e+ewev- jons bu\\din~ 1 metif\tQ,oinj 1 &eYv\Cin.9 uncl instal\in.j the. FID5 

\etwoti<. 

3u~ \oJ Syr-"cuseJ A-l b!A\'\./, ~nd ather- Upstat-e c\tie..s und rur4 \ 4'feU.S, a.s 
'l.le \\ u.s E c.s+-er () Lon~ \s l4nd 1 w d \ c,. \\ <1et- \eft- Oe.h\ nd w a th no c~ b I e 

.ompe~-n"'VY\, c..ostfnj GWJ\ ana \ 13~w Jok:>S. EveV\ feljfons w\+h F\DS 

:oV\d be affect-ed 1 5\nc.e fuev-e w;\l be Jar \ess incenhve +o fnves+-- in 

--\ie V\ e +v..IO(k. 

[ ur~e yw +o reject- ffi, s proPQSed d~\ becau~e \1- w;l\ cle&+Yoy Joros, 

~s we\\ c.<; nvr.t consuMers. Tht:4flk you for' youv- C:O(lsLdera.h"on ,·n -th,s 

Mu~r: 

SiY1c.efe \'/ , 

Stephan 1 e \toward 

q' massucn~e-tf; A-ve 

lockpo~1 My I40G~ 
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As elected officials and community leaders (organizations) in the city of Buffalo, 

we m:e deeply concemed that the proposed partnership between Verizon Wireless and the 

cab]e companies will leave our city of Buffalo -and comparable communities- on the 

wrong side of the digital divide. Despite what we consider a strong business case, 

Verizon has to date not built its all-fiber network in the city of Buffalo. As a result of the 

Verizon/cable company partnership, we arc deeply concerned that Verizon will never 

build its FiOS network in Buffalo to compete with its new cable partner. This will 

deprive our citizens, small businesses, schools, and hospitals of the benefits of the all­

fiber FiOS network and video competition that is available in most of the surrounding 

suburbs. The decision to bypass Buffalo disproportionately impacts minority and lower­

income residents, small businesses, and neighborhoods. 

In order to protect the public interest, we join together to urge the FCC to 

condition any approval of the Verizon/cable Transaction on specific guarantees that 

Verizon will expand its FiOS network to currently unserved areas within its traditional 

telephone network footprint, including development throughout the city of Buffalo and 

the surrounding areas that do not have access to FiOS. 

INSERT DESCRIPTION OF THE GROUPS, INDIVIDUALS WHO HAVE SIGNED 

ON TO THESE REPLY COMMENTS 

High-speed broadband is the critical infrastructure of the 21st century, fueling 

economic growth, job creation, and improvements in education, health care, energy 

conservation, public safety, and other essential services. As community leaders 

1 
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(organizations) and elected officials in Buffalo, we know that affordable, high-speed 

Internet access is critical to economic development, the quality of life, and opportunity 

for the residents and small businesses in our city. We also know that advanced 

telecommilllications networks intToduce video competition, with the potential to benefit 

consmners with tower prices and new and improved video services. 

As community leaders (organizations) and elected officials in the city of Buffalo, 

we have watched as Verizon Communications has built its all-fiber FiOS network in 10 

suburban communities that ring our city. h1 those communities, we have seen what 

happens when Time Warner Cable, our local cable monopoly, competes head-on with 

Verizon's FiOS to provide video and broadband services. Consumers benefit from 

. competitive choice; small businesses benefit from truly high-speed connections to 

suppliers and customers; schools and hospitals benefit from education and health-related 

applications; connnunications workers benefit from the jobs building, maintaining, and 

servicing networks; and families and commm1ities benefit from the 2l 5
t century jobs and 

expanded tax base. 

But to date, the residents and small businesses in Buffalo have not been able to 

reap these benefits. That is because, to date, Verizon has chosen not to deploy its all-fiber 

FiOS network to the densely-populated city of Buffalo. The proposed Verizou 

Wireless/cable company pmtnership would cement this digital divide, and foreclose the 

possibility of effective high-speed broadband and video competition in our city. V erizon 

Wireless is a subsidiary ofVerizon Communications. We are deeply concerned that as a 

result of the new Joint marketing agreement, V erizon will no longer have the incentive to 

invest in an all-fiber network that competes with Verizon Wireless' new partner, the 

2 
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I. 

cable company. Therefore, to promote high-speed broadband investment and video 

competition, especially in heavily minority and lower-income areas like the city of 

Buffalo, the FCC slt.ould include as a condition for approval oftlris Tra11saction a 

requirement that Verizo11 co11tinue to invest in and build-om its FiOS network to 

curre11tly unserved areas tltat are i11side its traditio11al telephone service area footprint, 

including the city of Buffalo and tire surrou11ding areas. 

Over the past year, community organizations, elected officials, and unions joined 

together to urge V crizon to build FiOS in the city of Buffalo. Many of us joined the 

"Don't Bypass Bnffalo" coalition in response to Verizon's failure to build FiOS in 

Buffalo. We repeatedly impressed on Verizon the facts to demonstrate th~t there is a 

strong business case to build FiOS in the densely-populated city of Buffalo. 

Instead of building FiOS in Western New York's urban core, Verizon opted to 

buiJd its fiber optic network in certain Buffalo suburbs, \Vhich, taken as a whole, are far 

more affluent and less diverse than the City of Buffalo. The decision to bypass Buffalo 

disproportionately impacts minority and lower-i11come reside11ts, small businesses, and 

11eiglrborltoods. 

Median household income in the ten localities where Verizon has received video 

franchises for its FiOS service is $56,925, almost twice the median household income of 

the city of Buffalo at $29,285. Almost half(44.9 percent) of the residents of the city of 

Buffalo are African-American or Latino, compared to only 4.9 percent of residents in the 

ten localities that Verizon chose for Fi0S. 1 

1 
U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey, 2009. TI1e quoted demographics reflect weighted 

averages of all households in the 10 Buffalo suburbs with Verizon fiOS: the towns of Tonawanda, Amherst, 

3 
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We are concemed that the Verizon Wireless/cable company agreement spells the 

effective death· knell of a fiber-optic future for Bllffalo with our significant minority and 

lower-income populatio.n. Verizon is unlikely to jcnpm:Q.izc its partnership with the cable 

companies by expanding the FiOS network, which is a direct cable competitor. The same 

reasoning applies to Verizon's willingness to aggressively market FiOS against Time 

Wmner Cable or other cable companies. Historic rivals will become partners- and 

constuners will suffer. 

The lack of a fiber optic network has serious consequences for Buffalo's furure, 

including: 

• No cab]e competition. Time Warner Cable is the monopoly cable provider in 
the City of Buffalo. IfVerizon does not build FiOS, Time Warner will 
maintain its 1110nopoly in Buffalo. 

• No jobs from building FiOS. Building, installing and maintaining the FiOS 
network in Buffalo requires hundreds of workers. 

• No jobs from economic development sparked by a high-speed network 
broadband access leads to economic development.2 

• Higher prices. As FCC studies demonstrate, even one \\ir~jiJ1? competitor 
leads to lower prices. 3 

• Inferior service quality. Monopoly providers can neglect service quality 
because they do not face competitive pressure. 

High speed internet service is no longer a luxury. In today's economy, it is a 

necessity. The FCC should condition any approval of this Transaction on conditions that 

West Seneca, Hamburg, Orchard P;u·k; the villages of Kenmore, Blasdell, and Orchard Park; and the city of 
Lackawanna. Sec The Coalition for Economic Justice, Bypassing Buffalo: Who is Getting Verizon 's FiOS 
and Who /sn 'r available at hgp://dontbypassbuffalo.com/FiOS Report. pdf 
2 An analysis by the Canadian ftrm SNG found that for every dollar spent on broadband i.nfrasttUcture there 
is a tenfold rerorn to the community in increased economic activity. See Michael Curri, Strategic Networks 
Group. "The Transfom1ativc Effects ofFTTP" (March 2008) available at http://rinyurl.com/6m9cfw 
·' Sec Ji'CC, Repon on Cable Indu::iiiy Price:~, MM Docket No. n-~~~~ reb, 14, 2011, 

4 
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guarantee FiOS network development, including development throughont the city of 

Buffalo and the surrounding areas that do not have access to FiOS. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

J~~-~ 
Timothy R. Rogues 
Erie Cotmty Legislator 
March, 12, 2012 
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